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The Jui dialect of Po-ai is a member of the Northern group of Tai dia-
lects which, are known to form a special branch.! A number of names has
been suggested to designate this group, but none of them is too apt. Chung-
chia (ffz2 or Chung) is used by Chinese to designate the speakers of this
dialect group in Kweichow, Chuang-chia (J&%%, f%¢, fiig%, or Chuang) is
used to designate the speakers of this group in Kwangsi, and Jui, ’Jui, ’Joi, etc.
of which the name Dioi is but a poor phonetic rendering, are the native
names -according to the pronunciation of the dialects. In 1941-1942 when
the author was travelling among these people in Kweichow, they seemed to
prefer for a straﬁge reason the name I-chia (¥2%%) or I-jen (38 A). Perhaps
this is the basis for the name Pu-I (the I people) used by Yii Shih-ch’ang to
designate the Tai speaking population in Kweichow. Strangely enough this
name is not explained, nor does it appear in the vocabulary compiled by him.2

The Wu-ming dialect belongs also to this group,® but it does not have
the name Jui or its corresponding form. It is simply called Thu (-}), a name
used rather loosely also to designate speakers of other dialects such as Lung- -
chow, etc. It seems much simpler to me to call this group the Northern
Tai, as it will include languages which are known to be Jui (Dioi) and also
those that are not known as Jui. That this Northern group is important for
Tai linguistics is fully realized by K. Wulff who devotes to the Dioi dialect
of Ts’e-heng (i), as recorded by Esquirol and Williatte in their dictionary
(Hongkong 1908), about twenty-two pages of comparative' study, although he
realizes the defects of the phonetic recording of the material.

The position of Po-ai among the Northern Tai dialects can best be
shown by a survey of the characteristics of the Northern group as a whole

1. Cf. K. Wulff, Chinesisch und Tai, 1934, pp. 101ff, and F.K. Li. Phonology of the Wu-ming
Dialect, BIHP 12 (1947), p. 293.

2. Cf. Yii Shih-ch'ang, A Study of Pu-I garmmar Wellb-5 , fifZEsmse, 1956.
3. Cf. also F.K. Li, The Tai Dialect of Wu-ming (Texts. Translations. and Glossary), 1956.
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and by a classification of the dialects in this group. For this purpose I have
utilized, aside from the published sources, materials from the followiﬁg dia-
lects, Po-se (&), T’ien-chow (H{), Ling-yiin (ZEZ), Hsi-lin (7§#k), Ch’ien-
chiang (1), Kwei-yang (#F%), and Tu-shan (%j1l;), which I have gathered in
the course of my field work in Kwangsi and Kweichow. All these materials

and others will eventually be incorporated in a comparative dictionary of the
Tai dialects. They support in general the following statements about Northern
Tai, although examples will only be taken from Po-ai and Wu-ming, with
Siamese (Thai) as a point of reference. Unless there are divergent develop-
ments among them no special examples are necessary. While these data by
no means exhaust all the dialect variants in the Northern group, they serve
as a fair basis for a tentative classification of the dialects.

The Proto-Tai (PT) forms are reconstructed largely on the basis of studies

"made by H. Maspero, K. Wulff and myself.* The Po-ai forms are according to

the phonemic system given in this Bulletin, vol. 28 (1957), pp. 551-566, thus
slightly different from the orthography given in my previous studies. I wish
also to remind the reader that the Proto-Tai reconstructions are in many
cases hypothetical and to be regarded as mere symbols of correspondences
found among the various languages. -

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NORTHERN TAI

1. The dialects of this group do not distinguish the aspirated from the
unaspirated consonants of the Proto-Tai system. All aspirated consonants
become unaspirated, although Po-ai begins to reintroduce aspirated consonants
through the influence of Chinese.

1355
Po. - W Si.
PT k- kaj kai kai  ‘chicken’ (B1)®
PT kh- kaht kat khaat ‘to be broken’ (D1)
Pit- tah ta taa  ‘mother’s father’ (Al)
PT th- tahn tan thaan ‘charcodl’ (B1)
PT p- paj poi pai....to gof(AI)
PT ph- pah phaa ‘to split (B1)

4, Cf. H. Maspero, Contribution & I'étude du systéme phonétique des langues Thai. BEFEQ, 1911;
K. Wulff, Chinensisch und Tai, 1934; F.K. Li. The Hypothesis of a Pre-glottalized Series of
Consonants in Primitive Tai, BTHP 11 (1947), pp. 177-188; Consonant Clusters in Tai, Language
30 (1954), pp. 368-379.

5. After the meanings of the forms quoted, Al, A2, Bl, B2 etc. are given in parentheses to indicate
the tone classes, cf. Cons. clusters in Tai, p. 371.

— 36—





















